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i^ORGANIZED  i8So  ) 

OBJECTS. — The  Society  was  organized  by  citizens  who  believe  that  the  suc- 
cess of  our  government  depends  on  the  active  political  influence  of  educated  intelli- 
gence, and  that  parties  are  means,  not  ends.  The  growing  tenaency  of  government 
to  enlarge  its  sphere,  and  the  demands  constantly  made  to  increase  the  power  and 
responsibility  of  the  State,  make  political  education  more  than  ever  a  supreme 
necessity  for  the  just  limitation  and  right  guidance  of  governmental  authority. 
Entirely  non  partisan  in  its  organization,  the  one  aim  of  the  Society  is  the  awakening 
of  an  intelligent  interest  in  government  methods  and  purposes,  that  political  moral- 
ity may  be  prornoted  and  the  abuses  of  parties  restrained. 

Among  its  organizers  are  numbered  Democrats,  Republicans,  and  Independents, 
who  differ  among  themselves  as  to  which  party  is  best  fitted  to  conduct  the  govern- 
ment, but  who  are  in  the  main  agreed  as  to  the  following  propositions  : 

The  right  of  each  citizen  to  his  free  voice  Sound  currency  must  have  a  metal  basis,  and 
and  vote  must  be  upheld,  and  every  possible  all  paper  money  must  be  convertible  on  de- 
safeguard  must  be  employed  to  assure  independ-  mand. 

ence  of  vote.                                    '  Labor  has  a  right  to  the  highest  wages  it  can 

Oftice- holders  must  not  control  the  suffrage.  eatn,  unhindered  by  public  or  private  tyranny. 

The  offic^-  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  the  Trade  has  a  right  to  tiie  freest  scope,  unfet- 

man  the  office,  ^  tered   by  taxes,  except   for  governmer  t  ex- 

PuDlic  servicfe,  in  business  positions,  should  penses. 

depend  solely  on  fitness  and  good  behavior.  Corporations  must  be  restricted  from  abuse 

The  crimts  of  bribery  and  corruption  must  of  privilege, 

be  relentlessly  punished.  Neither  the  public  money  nor  the  people's 

Local  issues  should  be  independent  of  na-  land  must  be  used  to  subsidize  private  enter- 

tional  parties.  prise. 

Coins   made   unlimited   legal    tender  must  A  public  opinion,  wholesome  and  active,  un- 

possess  their  face  value  as  metal  in  the  mar-  hampered  by  machine  control,  is  the  true  safe- 

kets  of  the  world.  guard  of  popular  institutions. 

All  members  of  the  Society  are  not,  however,  required  to  endorse  the  above. 

METHODS. — The  Society  carries  out  its  objects  by  submitting  from  time  to 
time  to  its  members  lists  of  books  which  it  regards  as  desirable  reading  on  current 
political  and  economic  questions  ;  by  selecting  courses  of  reading  for  its  members  ; 
by  supplying  the  books  so  selected  at  the  smallest  possible  advance  beyond  actual 
cost  ;  by  furnishing  and  circulating  at  a  low  price  sound  economic  and  political 
literature  in  maintenance  and  illustration  of  the  principles  above  announced  as 
constituting  the  basis  of  its  organization  ;  and  by  assisting  in  the  formation  of  read- 
ing and  corresponding  circles  and  clubs  for  discussing  social,  political,  and  economic 
questions. 

It  is  suggested  that  branch  organizations  be  formed  wherever  it  is  possible  (and 
especially  in  colleges)  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  Society.  Any  person  who 
will  form  a  Club  of  ten  persons,  each  of  whom  shall  be  an  active  member  of  this 
Society,  will  be  entitled  to  a  set  of  the  tracts  issued  for  the  current  year. 

MEMBERSHIP. — Any  person  who  will  send  one  dollar  to  the  Secretary  be- 
comes an  active  f/ief/ibtr  axn:  is  entitled  to  receive  all  the  tracts  issued  by  the  Society 
during  any  one  year.  In  order  to  extend  the  usefulnessof  the  Society,  a (r<?-<?/)^'rtf^?'?y^' 
membership  has  been  established  for  such  persons  as  wish  to  promote  political  and 
economic  education.  The  annual  fee  of  a  co-operative  member  is  $5.00,,  -fhich  en- 
titles the  member  to  all  tracts  of  the  Society  for  the  current  year,  and  also  to  name 
five  persons  who  will  have  all  the  privileges  of  active  members. 

Letters  of  inquiry  should  enclose  return  postage. 

Money  should  b'^  sent  by  draft,  postal  order,  or  registered  letter  to  the  Secretary. 

R.  R.  BowKER,  Chai'^man.  Geo.  Iles,  Secretary, 
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preface:. 


This  pamphlet  is  a  re-issue  of  No.  III.  published  by  this  Society 
in  1 88 1,  revised  and  enlarged  by  its  Publication  Committee.  The 
development  of  political  and  economic  science  in  the  interval  has 
largely  increased  its  scope,  and  accounts  for  the  inclusion  with 
Questions  for  Debate  of  those  not  to  be  answered  by  Yes  or  No, 
but  suggestive  of  investigation  rather  than  discussion.  In  using 
this  pamphlet  much  aid  will  be  found  in  another  of  this  Society's 
series.  No.  XXVII.,  a  List  of  Economic  and  Political  Literature, 
which  is  a  revised  and  enlarged  re-issue  of  No.  II.,  published  by 
this  Society  in  1881.  That  list  is  classified,  priced  and  an- 
notated; it  mentions  the  principal  associations  in  the  United 
States  formed  for  noteworthy  economic  or  political  work,  and  names 
the  jQurnals  established  to  advance  such  work,  as  well  as  the  annuals 
and  other  publications  desirable  for  reference.  Pamphlet  No. 
XXIX.  of  this  Society's  Series  will  also  be  found  of  value  to  the 
pohtical  inquirer  and  debater ;  it  gives  detailed  references  to  the 
literature  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  noteworthy  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  classifying  the  divisions  of  this  pamphlet  an  order  similar  to 
that  followed  in  No.  XXVII.  has  been  observed,  so  that  in  seeking 
the  definition  of  terms,  and  the  elucidation  of  subjects,  reference  is 
easy.  A  word  as  to  treatment  of  themes  for  papers  may  be  admis- 
sible :  In  every  part  of  the  United  States  an  economic  or  poHtical 
inquirer  has  a  field  of  fact  before  him  well  worthy  presentation  in  a 
paper.  It  may  be  the  estabfishment  of  new  mills,  workshops  or 
foundries ;  the  opening  of  mines ;  ship-building ;  the  extension  of 
lumbering  operations.  In  all  such  cases  facts  never  before  gathered 
together  may  shed  light  on  the  migration  of  working  populations, 
the  economies  due  to  new  transportation  routes,  the  rate  at  which 
de-forestation  in  a  given  district  proceeds,  and  the  like.     In  cities 


and  towns,  the  statistics  of  the  number  of  operatives  in  various 
branches  of  manufacture  will  serve  to  show  what  proportion  of  work- 
people are  busied  in  providing  luxuries,  and  to  illustrate  the  econo- 
mies of  labor  due  to  new  machinery  and  new  methods  of  organization. 
The  pubhshed  statements  of  banks,  insurance  companies  and  build- 
ing associations  will  exhibit  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  give  some 
hints  as  to  its  diffusion  in  the  community,  and  show  how  far  the 
owning  of  homes  is  prevailing.  "While  the  writer  of  a  paper  should 
inform  himself  as  to  economic  principles  from  the  pages  of  the  most 
competent  authorities,  he  should  endeavor  to  get  illustrations  of 
these  principles  from  facts  of  direct  interest  in  the  home  field. 

A  form  of  constitution  and  by-laws  for  a  debating  club  immediately 
follow  the  table  of  contents  in  this  pamphlet.  A  word  to  the 
organizers  of  such  clubs  may  be  admissible : 

When  a  debating  club  is  small,  it  is  a  good  plan  for  the  chairman 
to  ask  every  one  present  to  say  something.  This  limits  the  time 
which  can  be  taken  up  by  the  talkative,  and  draws  out  the  reticent 
who  may  make  contributions  better  worth  having.  In  fixing  upon 
subjects  for  debate  it  is  advisable  whenever  possible  to  give  them 
connection;  for  example,  a  series  of  debates  on  taxation  might 
turn  on  its  relations  to  land,  commerce,  and  the  extension  of  govern- 
mental functions.  The  bane  of  a  debating  club  is  apt  to  be  the 
time  consumed  in  operating  the  machinery  of  elections  and  so  on. 
To  obviate  this,  the  executive  committee  should  be  charged  with 
every  task  of  which  the  club-meetings  may  properly  be  relieved,  and, 
elections  should  be  restricted  to  a  few  meetings  each  season. 

G.  I. 
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CONSTSTUTION   AI^D   BY-LAWS   FOR   A   DEBATING  CLUB, 

For  the  constitution  of  a  debating  club  the  following  outline 
articles  are  offered : 

1.  This  club  shall  be  known  as  the  

2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  hold  debates  on  poHtical  and  economic 
questions  at  such  places  and  times  as  may  be  hereafter  decided  upon. 

3.  Its  officers  shall  be  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  whose  duties  shall  be  those  incumbent  upon  such  officers 
in  similar  organizations. 

4.  Its  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  on  the  

5.  The  membership  of  this  club  shall  be  limited  to  ; 

admissions  shall  require  proposal  and  seconding  by  members,  arid 
the  affirmative  vote  of  three- fourths  (or  other  proportion)  of  the 
members  present  at  a  regular  meeting. 

The  by-laws  may  take  some  such  form  as  : 

I.  The  meetings  of  this  club  shall  be  held  fortnightly,  beginning 
 and  ending .'  

II.  The  place  of  meeting  shall  be  

III.  The  season's  subscription  shall  be  payable  on  elec- 
tion, and  each  subsequent  season  payable  to  the  treasurer  in  advance. 

IV.  The  officers  of  the  club  together  with  ,  . .  other 

members  to  be  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  form  an  executive 
committee.  Its  duties  shall  include  the  presentation  of  questions  for 
debate,  and  the  suggestions  of  books  and  articles  to  be  read  in  con- 
nection therewith  j  and  the  selection  of  the  principal  debaters.  At 
the  close  of  each  meeting  the  program  for  the  next  shall  be 
announced,  and  this  program  shall  be  sent  forthwith  by  the 
Secretary  to  every  member  of  the  club. 

V.  The  club's  debates  shall  be  governed  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  Cushing's  Manual.  The  first  and  third  speakers  shall  be  on 
the  affirmative  side,  the  second  and  fourth  on  the  negative ;  each  of 
the  four  shall  not  occupy  more  than  fifteen  minutes.  The  speakers 
who  follow  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  no  one  shall  speak 
oftener  than  twice  unless  three-fourths  of  those  present  so  desire. 


LAND  AND  RENT. 

TERMS  FOR  DEFrNlTION. 

Land.  Value.  A  fee  simple.  A  mortgage.  Rent.  Capitali- 
zation of  rental  value.  Assessed  value.  Speculative  value.  Law  of 
diminishing  returns.  Unearned  increment.  Eminent  domain. 
Ulster  tenant  right. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

Ricardo's  theory  of  rent,  with  the  criticisms  of  Bonayny  Price, 
F.  A.  Walker  and  others.  "The  single  tax,"  with  the  criticisms  of 
John  Rae,  F.  A.  Walker  and  others.  The  Torrens  system  of  land 
transfer.  Title  guarantee  companies,  their  aims  and  methods. 
Irish  land  legislation  since  1870. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Does  the  right  to  property  in  land  differ  from  that  to  other 
property? 

Is  the  private  enjoyment  of  ''unearned  increment"  just? 

Is  the  sequestration  of  property  in  land  by  the  "single  tax"  just? 

It  has  been  proposed  to  make  proprietors  their  own  assessors  by 
requiring  them  annually  to  declare  the  value  of  their  property ;  such 
value,  with  a  certain  percentage,  to  be  receivable  as  purchase  price 
any  time  within  a  year  of  declaration.    Is  this  a  desirable  method  ? 

Is  increase  in  the  value  of  land  increase  of  national  wealth  ? 


RELATSONS  OF  CAPITAL  AND  LABOR. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Wealth.  Production.  Capital,  fixed  and  circulating.  La- 
bor, productive  and  unproductive.  Consumption,  productive  and 
unproductive.  Wages.  Real  wages.  Profits.  Interest.  Co- 
operation.    Profit-sharing.    Arbitration.  Conciliation. 
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RELATIONS  OF  CAPITAL  AND  LABOR. 


SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

How  wages  have  been  affected  by  the  progress  of  invention  and 
discovery.  Wherein  capital  has  been  gainer  and  wherein  loser  by  this 
progress.  The  rate  of  interest  and  the  causes  of  its  variation.  The 
change  during  thirty  or  fifty  years  in  the  lot  of  the  domestic  servant,  la- 
borer, operative,  mechanic,  artist  and  professional  man  in  the  United 
States.  Causes  of  difference  in  rates  of  wages  in  various  trades  and 
various  districts.  The  rise  and  development  of  co-operative  house 
building  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere.  Co-operative  distribution 
in  Great  Britain.  Co-operative  banking  in  Germany.  Co-operative 
production  in  France.  History  of  the  Irish  boycott.  History  of 
the  boycott  in  America.  History  of  trades  unions.  Co-opera- 
tive production  and  distribution  in  the  United  States.  The  Granger 
movement.  Gradual  modifications  in  the  character  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Knights  of  Labor. 

QUESTSONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

What  is  the  source  of  wages — a  ' '  wages  fund  "  or  the  produce 
from  which  labor  is  paid,  or  both  ? 
What  makes  the  rate  of  wages  ? 

Is  the  rate  of  wages  dependent  most  on  the  efficiency  of  labor, 
the  efhciency  of  machinery  (capital),  or  what  is  termed  the  protection 
of  industry  by  statute  ? 

In  a  manufacturing  industry,  is  it  true  that  the  operatives  who 
receive  the  highest  wages  produce  goods  at  the  lowest  cost  ? 

Is  poverty  more  prevalent  at  present  in  the  United  States  than 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  ago? 

The  same  question  as  to  England,  France,  Germany  and  other 
countries  of  high  civilization. 

Has  the  apphcation  of  labor-saving  machinery  to  the  useful  arts 
ever  permanently  impoverished  a  nation  or  any  portion  of  its  people  ? 

Are  co-operation  and  industrial  arbitration  cures  for  strikes  and 
lockouts  ? 


RELATIONS  OF  CAPITAL  AKFD  LABOR. 
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Is  the  American  mechanic  too  well  off  to  organize  co-operative 
industries  ? 

Would  capitalists  be  benefited  by  distributing  a  portion  of  their 
profits  among  their  employees  ? 

What  elements  concur  to  yield  the  maximum  of  wages  to  labor  ? 
The  maximum  of  profit  to  capital  ? 

Has  the  accumulation  of  wealth  and  the  increased  power  of  pro- 
duction in  recent  years  tended  to  diminish  poverty  ? 

Is  there  any  better  method  than  the  wages  system  for  the  remu- 
neration of  labor  ? 

It  being  assumed  that  an  individual  has  a  right  to  withhold  his 
custom  from  a  business  house,  on  what  ground  can  it  be  considered 
wrong  for  a  number  of  individuals  so  minded  to  organize  a  boycott  ? 

Is  it  ever  right  for  a  majority  of  workmen  to  coerce  a  minority  of 
their  fellows  into  joining  them  in  a  strike  ? 

Is  it  right  for  railway  engineers,  or  others  similarly  circumstanced, 
to  strike  at  a  time  and  in  places  imperiling  Hfe  and  property  ? 

Have  State  boards  of  arbitration  proved  useful  ?  If  not,  should 
they  be  reformed  or  abolished  ? 

Would  an  eight-hour  day,  if  legally  established,  improve  the  real 
wages  of  labor  ?    Could  it  be  enforced  ? 

What  is  the  reason  why,  for  the  same  work,  women  are  paid 
less  than  men  ?    Is  their  work,  in  fact,  as  a  rule,  equally  efficient  ? 

Are  the  interests  of  labor  distinct  from  those  of  the  community 
so  as  to  warrant  the  existence  of  a  labor  party  ? 

In  certain  trades  apprentices  are  limited  in  number  by  the 
trades-unions.    Is  this  right  ? 

It  is  held  that  certain  trades-unions  have  caused  the  wages  of 
their  members  to  be  increased.  Granting  this,  weuld  the  general 
organization  of  employees  into  unions  increase  wages  ? 


10  ,       COMMERCE  AND  TRADE. 

COMMERCE  AND  TRADE. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Commerce.  Trade.  A  contract.  A  franchise.  Merchant 
marine.  ' '  Index  figures  "  in  statistical  lists  of  prices.  A  partner- 
ship. A  joint-stock  company.  Limited  liability.  "Trust."  Syn- 
dicate. Pool.  Subsidy.  Foreign  exchange.  Balance  of  trade. 
Monopoly.  Insurance. 

SUBJECTS   FOR  ESSAYS. 

Influence  of  steam  and  electricity  in  expanding  the  world's  com- 
merce. Influence  of  railroad  development  in  stimulating  trade  be- 
tween the  States  and  Territories.  The  commercial  economies  due 
to  the  Suez  Canal.  Influence  of  protective  tarifls  on  the  railways  in 
Europe.  Improvements  proposed  in  national  water-ways.  Econo- 
mies likely  to  follow  the  completion  of  the  Panama  and  Nicaragua 
Canals.  Provisions  and  eflects  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act. 
A  comparison  of  the  production  of  the  manufacturing  and  mining 
industries  with  that  of  agriculture  in  the  United  States,  at  various 
decades.  The  development  of  mining  and  manufacturing  in  the 
South  and  Southwest,  and  its  probable  consequences.  Origin,  pro- 
visions and  influences  of  the  navigation  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
contrasted  with  those  of  other  nations.  The  contraction  of  the  area 
of  competition  by  the  growth  of  large  concerns ;  the  development  of 
' '  trusts. "    History  of  the  Standard  oil  trust ;  of  the  Cotton  seed 

011  trust.  Mercantile  agencies,  their  aims,  methods,  and  legal  re- 
sponsibiHties.  The  advantages  to  trade  of  a  ZoUverein  or  Customs 
Union  of  several  distinct  nations. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Is  there  any  economic  difl'erence  between  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures or  commerce  such  as  to  justify  the  government  in  singling  out 
any  one  of  them  for  its  fostering  care  ? 


COMMERCE  AND  TRADE. 
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Competition  in  trade  as  it  now  exists  involves  grievous  wastes 
through  maladjustments  of  supply  and  demand.  What  just  remedy 
is  there  ? 

Retail  distribution  of  food  at  present  entails  the  payment  of  large 
profits.    What  improvement  is  feasible  ? 

What  is  the  effect  of  municipal  market  houses  upon  the  prices  of 
provisions  ? 

Is  the  business  of  transportation  and  telegraphing  to-day  so  es- 
sentially different  in  its  nature  from  the  business  of  a  baker,  a  corn- 
factor,  or  a  wool-grower,  that  the  former  now  require  regulating  by 
law  any  more  than  the  latter  needed  such  regulation  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  ? 

Is  it  a  proper  function  of  government  to  furnish  free  transporta- 
tion to  shippers  of  merchandise  ? 

Would  railroad  pooHng  prevent  wasteful  competition  and  inure 
to  public  benefit  ? 

Are  there  monopolies  which  are  natural  as  well  as  those  which 
derive  their  being  from  statute  law  ? 

Railroads  and  telegraphs  being  assumed  natural  monopolies,  what 
relation  should  the  government  sustain  to  them — ownership  or  regu- 
lation, or  should  it  simply  require  the  pubHcation  of  their  tariffs  and 
accounts  ? 

Canadian  railroads  are  not  amenable  to  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Act :  is  their  competition  with  American  railroads  a  benefit  to  the 
American  public  ? 

Would  the  establishment  of  a  railroad  rate  uniform  for  every  dis- 
tance of  less  than,  say,  fifty  miles,  be  sound  policy  ? 

Would  it  pay  this  country  to  enter  upon  a  system  of  steamship 
subsidies  to  stimulate  foreign  trade  ? 

Since,  other  things  equal,  the  larger  the  scale  of  production  the 
more  economically  can  it  be  managed,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to 
the  control  of  industry  by  fewer  concerns,  until  combination  among 
producers  replaces  their  former  competition ;  is  there  public  danger 
in  this  tendency  ?  If  so,  how  can  it  be  checked  ? 
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Could  not  an  individual,  sufficiently  rich  and  able,  corner  a  com- 
modity or  monopolize  its  production  as  ' '  trusts  "  and  combines  en- 
deavor to  do  ?  If  so,  would  public  interests  demand  the  curtailment 
of  such  an  individual's  right  to  buy,  hire  or  manufacture  ? 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  property  of  a  joint  stock  company 
is  jeopardized  by  the  acts  of  borrowers  of  a  bare^majority  of  its  shares. 
What  remedy  is  there  ? 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  original  directorate  of  a  joint  stock 
concern  to  be  able  and  trustworthy.  Is  it  desirable  for  the  promo- 
tion of  enterprise  that  the  permanency  in  office  of  such  a  directorate 
be  assured  ?    If  so,  how  can  it  be  done  ? 

In  the  issue  of  bonds  by  joint  stock  concerns,  should  not  in- 
vestors always  exact  voting  powers,  so  as  to  be  able  in  case  of  emer- 
gency to  protect  interests  imperiled  by  a  directorate  ? 

Would  the  substitution  of  individual  responsibility  of  directors 
and  shareholders  for  corporate  responsibility  tend  to  check  the  abuses 
of  moneyed  corporations  ? 

Do  the  advantages  of  large  corporations  outweigh  their  defects  ? 


FREE  TRADE  AND  PROTECTION. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Free  trade.  Tariff  for  revenue  only.  Tariff  for  revenue,  with 
incidental  protection.  A  protective  tariff.  Prohibitory  tariff.  Ad 
valorejn  and  specific  duties.     Subsidy.     Octroi.  Bounty. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

Tariff  history  of  the  United  States.  Of  other  •  countries.  The 
British  fair  trade  movement.  The  principal  proposals  for  tariff 
reform. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Does  protection  increase  the  purchasing  power  of  wages  ? 
Does  it  raise  the  value  of  farm  products,  or  only  their  money 
price  ? 
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Does  it  permanently  increase  the  profits  of  the  manufacturer  ? 

Does  the  protection  of  one  industry  work  to  the  detriment  of 
another  industry  which  is  not  protected  ? 

Does  protection  sacrifice  the  interest  of  the  citizen  as  a  con- 
sumer to  his  interests  as  a  producer  ? 

Does  protection  protect  ? 

Is  free  exchange  a  natural  right  ? 

Can  a  nation  increase  its  wealth  faster  under  a  protective  tariff 
than  under  a  tariff  for  revenue  only  ? 

Has  protection  benefited  or  injured  our  ship-building  interests  ? 
(Other  industries  may  be  substituted.) 

Can  a  nation,  by  any  possible  form  of  tariff,  shift  the  burden  of 
such  taxes  upon  the  foreign  producer  with  whom  it  exchanges 
products  ? 

Can  the  foreign  manufacturer  compete  in  our  home  market  in 
spite  of  protection  ? 

Is  the  cost  of  carrying  bulky  products  necessarily  paid  by  the  ex- 
porting or  importing  nation  ? 

Does  the  constitutional  power  to  regulate  commerce  give  Con- 
gress authority  to  exempt  ships  engaged  in  foreign  trade  from  State 
taxation  ? 

Is  free  trade  advantageous  to  a  nation  without  reciprocity  with 
the  nations  with  which  it  trades  ? 

Ought  the  offense  of  smuggling,  or  the  evasion  of  duties  (tariff) 
on  imports,  to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  crime  ? 

Are  there  not  now  in  this  country  important  industries  fostered 
to  independence  by  a  protective  policy  ? 

Is  the  diversification  of  industry  within  the  bounds  of  a  nation, 
due  ta  protection,  more  desirable  than  the  international  division  of 
labor  which  permits  production  at  the  points  which  most  favor  it  ? 

Economic  progress  entails  severe  incidental  loss  in  capital  and 
labor  in  its  supersedure  of  old  methods.  Governments  do  not  in- 
demnify sufferers  from  this  cause  within  their  own  national  bounda- 
ries ;  is  it  right  for  them  to  shield  at  public  expense  the  interests  of 


14 


MONEY,  F I  NANCE  AND  BANKING. 


special  classes  assailed  by  international  competition, — by  foreigners 
more  advantageously  situated,  or  who  produce  more  economically  ? 

It  has  been  said*  that  protection  resolves  itself  into  such  ques- 
tions as :  "  How  much  can  I  afford  to  pay  a  man  for  hiring  me  ?  " 
"How  much  can  I  afford  to  pay  a  man  to  trade  with  me?"  Is  this 
statement  accurate  ? 

Is  there  any  inconsistency  between  the  Constitutional  provision 
insuring  freedom  of  trade  between  the  States  of  the  Union  and  the 
customs  laws  restricting  imports  ?     If  interstate  trade  is  a  benefit, 
would  not  equally  free  international  trade  be  a  benefit  also  ? 
Is  protection  socialistic  in  tendency  ? 

Does  protection  p^-event  the  international   competition  which 
would  give  certain  extortionate  combinations  their  death-blow  ? 
Is  free  trade  just  ? 


MONEY,   FINANCE  AND  BANKING. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Money.  Legal  tender.  Greenback.  Currency.  Bank.  National 
bank.  A  bank  bill.  A  bill  of  exchange.  ^  Finance.  Bullion.  Bi- 
metalHsm.  The  Latin  Union.  Assignats.  A  Government  bond. 
A  debenture. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  comparative  prices  of  gold  and  silver  in  various  countries  at 
different  periods.  Gresham's  law  and  the  experience  from  which  it 
has  been  generalized.  The  origin  and  functions  of  the  Bank  of 
Venice.  Legal-tender  money  in  the  United  States  and  in  other 
nations.  The  experience  of  the  United  States  in  issuing  irredeem- 
able paper  currency.  That  of  other  countries.  The  probable  effects 
of  a  legal-tender  act  enforcing  payments  in  a  specific  kind  of  money 


*By  Professor  W.  G.  Sumner  in  "  Protectionism,"  p.  i6o. 
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— gold,  silver  or  paper.  The  history  of  the  United  States  bank. 
Banking  in  the  United  States :  State  banks,  national  banks,  and 
private  banks,  and  their  issues  of  bank  notes.  The  history  of  inter- 
national monetary  conferences. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Does  buUion  differ  in  any  respect  from  the  other  commodities 
employed  in  commercial  exchanges  ? 

Should  the  Federal  government  have  a  constitutional  power  to 
issue  legal-tender  paper  money  in  time  of  peace  ? 

Is  it  to  the  public  interest  that  the  national  government  should 
issue  any  form  of  currency  during  times  of  peace  ? 

Should  the  national  bank  bills  be  retired  and  replaced  by  a  new 
issue  of  greenbacks  ? 

Is  the  use  of  legal-tender  notes  by  the  Federal  government 
nominally  redeemable  in  coin  subject  to  dangers  as  great  as  the  use 
of  irredeemable  notes  ? 

Does  the  value  of  bullion  ultimately  rest  on  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion ? 

Does  the  value  of  a  coin  depend  upon  the  law  which  constitutes 
it  a  legal  tender,  or  upon  the  weight  of  metal  contained  in  the  coin  ? 

Is  the  maintenance  of  a  double  standard  of  value  in  exchanges 
practicable  ? 

Could  bi-metallism  be  maintained  by  the  United  States  without 
the  co-operation  of  European  nations  ?  Or  by  international  agree- 
ment ? 

What  are  the  advantages  (or  disadvantages)  of  mono-metallism, 
and  if  mono-metallism  is  the  better  system  should  gold  or  should 
silver  be  the  standard  ? 

If  bi-metallism  were  adopted,  how  could  the  ratio  of  value  be- 
tween the  two  metals  be  maintained  ? 

Is  it  expedient  to  continue  to  issue  legal-tender  silver  dollars  of 
41 2  J  grains  in  limited  quantities  ? 

Ought  41 2  J  grains  silver  to  make  an  American  dollar  ? 
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Would  there  be  any  advantage  in  holding  the  larger  part  of  the 
metallic  reserve  as  bullion,  and  issue  as  coin  only  such  a  part  as  is 
needed  or  called  for  ? 

Would  the  free  coinage  of  silver  at  the  present  standard  be  a 
public  advantage,  provided  the  coin  were  a  legal  tender  in  sums  not 
exceeding  $3  ? 

Is  there  any  public  necessity  for  legal-tender  laws  ? 

Are  legal-tender  acts  just  or  politic  ? 

Is  the  basing  of  the  national  currency  on  United  States  bonds 
as  collateral  security  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  sound  finance  ? 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  paying  off  the  national  debt  on  the 
stability  of  the  national  banks  ? 

Should  national  banks  be  rechartered  as  their  present  charters 
expire  ? 

Should  they  be  compelled  by  law  to  secure  their  circulation  with 
those  United  States  bonds  bearing  the  lowest  rate  of  interest  ? 

Ought  the  government  to  tax  the  circulation  and  deposits  of 
national  banks  ? 

Is  it  a  legitimate  function  of  government  to  require  banks  to  pro- 
tect their  deposits  and  depositors  by  holding  a  reserve  of  notes  or 
bonds  for  such  purpose  ? 

If  so,  why  should  not  a  like  interference  be  exercised  in  respect  to 
private  banks  and  bankers,  and  to  all  fiduciary  corporations  in  which 
the  interests  of  large  numbers  of  citizens  are  involved  ? 

Is  the  prohibition  of  loans  by  national  banks  on  security  of  real 
estate  based -on  sound  views  of  the  functions  of  banking  ? 

Is  banking  a  legitimate  function  of  a  free  government  ? 

Are  post-ofhce  savings  banks  a  desirable,  practicable  and  proper 
function  of  government  ? 

Is  the  general  fall  in  prices  of  commodities  during  recent  years 
in  any  degree  attributable  to  a  scarcity  of  money  or  to  the  appre- 
ciation of  gold  ? 

If  due  to  the  scarcity  of  gold,  what  effect  will  this  have  on  the 
well-being  of  different  classes  in  the  community  ? 
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TERMS     FOR  DEFINITION. 

Bond.     Debenture.     Sinking  fund. 

SUBJECTS    FOR-  ESSAYS. 

Public  debts  of  Europe  and  America,  past  and  present.  Public 
debts  of  American  cities,  with  comparison  of  rates  of  interest  paid, 
and  statutory  limitations  (if  any)  of  indebtedness. 

QUESTIONS     FOR  DEBATE. 

Is  it  any  advantage  to  a  government  to  have  a  sinking  fund? 

Should  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  sinking  fund  be  embodied 
and  kept  as  a  separate  fund  or  be  applied  directly  in  payment  of 
indebtedness  ? 

Is  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  sinking  fund  necessary  to 
keep  good  faith  with  the  government's  creditors  ? 

Which  should  be  first  paid,  the  bonded  debt  of  the  United 
States  or  the  debt  which  does  not  bear  interest  ? 

Is  it  practicable  to  refund  the  debt  of  the  United  States  at  lower 
rates  than  those  now  paid  by  the  government  ? 

What  is  likely  to  be  the  average  rate  of  interest  on  government 
securities  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  ? 

On  what  will  this  rate  of  interest  depend  ? 

As  the  rate  of  interest  paid  on  new  municipal  loans  is  much  less 
than  that  paid  by  individual  borrowers,  would  it  not  be  advantageous 
for  a  city  or  town  to  borrow  all  it  could  expend  to  advantage  in 
paving,  lighting  and  the  like  ? 

Is  it  constitutional  for  voters  to  bond  their  counties,  towns,  and 
cities,  or  for  the  people  to  vote  and  impose  taxes  in  aid  of  rail- 
roads, manufacturing  or  other  private  companies  or  corporations  ? 
Is  it  expedient  ? 


i8 


TAXATIOiY. 


TAXATSOrSI. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

A  tax.  A  tribute.  An  arbitrary  exaction  or  spoliation.  Inci- 
dence of  taxation.  Direct  taxes.  Indirect  taxes.  Assessment. 
Cadaster.  Poll  tax.  Legacy  and  succession  taxes.  An  excise  tax. 
A  stamp  tax. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

Adam  Smith's  canons  of  taxation,  with  comment.  The  history 
of  Federal  taxation  during  the  Civil  War,  1861-65.  "  The  single 
tax  on  land  values. "  The  methods  whereby  taxes  on  imports,  on 
income  and  on  land  tend  to  diffuse  themselves.  The  relations  of 
taxes  to  profits  and  wages,  and  to  national  welfare.  Progressive 
taxes  in  the  city  of  Basle  and  the  canton  of  Vaud. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE 

Who  pays  the  taxes  on  commodities,  the  primary  taxpayer — 
capitalist,  land  owner,  laborer,  artisan  or  professional  man,  as  suck 
— or  the  ultimate  consumer  of  the  commodities  ? 

Do  all  taxes  tend  to  diffuse  themselves,  or  do  any  rest  upon  the 
individual,  or  property,  upon  which  they  are  primarily  assessed  ? 

Is  it  necessary  to  assess  every  article  of  value  at  an  equal  or  cor- 
responding rate  in  order  to  tax  an  entire  community  equitably  ? 

Is  a  tax  on  farming  lands  and  mines  in  proportion  to  their  pro- 
ductiveness one  which  can  be  shifted  to  the  consumer  or  which  rests, 
upon  the  owner  ? 

Should  taxes  be  levied  exclusively  on  the  value  of  land  ? 

Should  the  registration  of  leases  be  compulsory  as  a  basis  for 
taxation  ? 

Can  an  income  tax  be  assessed  equally  and  with  justice  ? 
Is  a  graduated  income  tax  just  or  expedient  ? 
Ought  taxes  on  personal  property  to  be  abohshed  ? 
Ought  poll  taxes  to  be  abohshed? 
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Does  the  taxation  of  capital  used  in  trade  and  manufactures  de- 
crease the  opportunities  for  employment  among  laborers  ? 

Does  a  tax  on  capital  tend  to  drive  it  where  no  such  tax  exists? 

Is  the  taxation  of  foreign  capital  a  greater  detriment  to  a  coun- 
try than  the  collection  of  the  tax  is  a  benefit  ? 

Is  it  politic  for  a  State  to  impose  a  tax  which  is  easily  evaded  ? 

Is  it  poHtic  to  impose  high  taxes  on  articles  like  distilled  or  fer- 
mented spirits,  tobacco,  or  opium  ? 

Is  the  taxation  of  banks'  shares  in  addition  to  the  taxation  of 
bank  capital  a  double  taxation  ? 

Is  the  taxation  of  both  lands  and  mortgages  just  or  politic  ? 

Are  credits  proper  subjects  of  taxation? 

Should  a  tariff  be  levied  exclusively  for  revenue  ? 

Should  it  be  collected  on  a  few  articles  easily  assessable  ? 

Should  the  United  States  internal  taxes  be  abolished  and  a  pro 
rata  tax  be  assessed  on  the  several  States,  to  be  collected  by  their 
officers  for  the  national  government  ? 

Should  the  national,  State,  or  municipal  legislatures  be  restricted 
in  their  power  to  levy  taxes  ?    If  so,  how  and  to  what  extent  ? 

Should  they  be  inhibited  from  giving  subsidies,  or  granting  lands 
or  other  piiblic  property  to  private  individuals  or  corporations  ? 

Will  the  remission  of  State,  county  and  municipal  taxes  to  favor 
special  manufactures  contribute  to  establish  such  enterprises  on  a 
basis  of  permanent  prosperity  ? 

Is  such  discriminative  remission  of  taxes  contrary  to  equity  ?  To 
the  constitution  ?    To  the  public  advantage  ? 

Is  it  better  to  tax  capital  than  income  ? 

Is  it  just  to  exempt  church  property  from  taxation,  especially 
when  such  property  is  held  for  commercial  profit  ? 

Is  it  right  to  impose  a  probate  tax  (legacy  duty)  increasing  in 
rate  with  the  amount  of  an  estate  ? 

Is  it  right  for  taxes  to  be  imposed  with  intent  to  equalize  the 
fortunes  of  citizens  ? 
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What  Federal  taxes  could  with  most  advantage  be  abolished  or 
reduced  ? 

Is  it  an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  citizens  for  a  government 
to  levy  taxes  for  any  other  purpose  than  revenue  ? 

Has  a  State  a  moral  (or  constitutional)  right  to  tax  the  property 
of  its  citizens  situated  beyond  the  jurisdiction  or  territory  of  the 
taxing  power  ? 

Can  a  mortgage  be  considered  property  independent  of  the  real 
estate  upon  which  it  is  a  lien  ? 


SUFFRAGE  AND   BALLOT  REFORM. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Suffrage.  Ballot.  Primary.  Caucus.  Nomination.  Election. 
Representative.  Delegate. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  history  of  suffrage  in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
Germany,  and  France.  The  Australian  system  of  voting ;  experi- 
ence of  it  in  Australia,  Great  Britain  and  Canada.  Its  adoption  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  modifications  which  appear  i%  the  ballot- 
reform  acts  of  various  States.  The  legislation  ensuing  upon  ballot- 
reform  in  Australia,  Great  Britain  and  Canada,  such  as  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Acts,  and  the  like.  Minority  representation,  as  advocated 
by  Hare,  Mill  and  others.  The  town  meeting,  primary  and  caucus. 
The  history  of  woman  suffrage  in  Wyoming  Territory.  In  Washing- 
ton Territory.     The  scrutin     arrondissement.     Tlie  scrutin  de  liste. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Is  suffrage  a  natural  right  or  a  political  privilege  ? 

Should  there  be  a  property  quahfication  for  suffrage  ? — or  an 
educational  qualification  ? 

Should  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  be  elected  by 
the  vote  of  congressional  districts  with  two  at  large  for  each  State, 
instead  of  upon  general  ticket  ? 
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Should  the  President  be  elected  directly  by  the  people  ? 

Should  he  be  ehgible  for  re-election  ? 

Should  his  term  of  office  be  extended  ? 

Should  judges  be  chosen  by  popular  vote  ? 

Are  annual  elections  for  State  officers  preferable  to  biennial  ? 

Should  the  boundaries  of  congressional  districts  be  subject  to  re- 
arrangement for  political  reasons  ? 

Should  the  members  of  the  (national)  House  of  Representatives 
be  chosen,  like  the  two  Senators,  without  regard  to  residence  in  any 
particular  locaHty  in  the  State  of  which  they  are  citizens  ? 

Would  it  be  well  to  abolish  all  restrictions  as  to  residence  in  par- 
ticular districts,  counties  or  States,  when  nominating  candidates  for 
State  or  national  office  ? 

Ought  considerations  of  national  or  State  politics  to  affect  the 
voter's  action  in  municipal  matters  ? 

Has  the  election  of  women  as  officers  of  school  boards  in  several 
States  proved  beneficial  ? 

Should  voting  be  compulsory  ? 

Is  there  under  existing  circumstances  any  moral  cowardice  in 
secret  voting  ? 

If  voting"  is  intended  to  be  secret,  is  there  any  reason  for  oppos- 
ing the  Australian  ballot  ? 

Is  it  ever  justifiable  for  a  minority,  believing  themselves  in  the 
right,  to  resist  by  force  laws  they  hold  to  be  wrong,  imposed  by  a 
majority  ? 

According  to  present  methods,  a  party  whose  representatives  have 
been  elected  by  narrow  majorities  may  be  in  power  as  against  a 
party  polling  a  larger  popular  vote.   What  is  the  best  remedy  for  this  ? 

It  has  been  proposed  that  farmers,  operatives,  artisans,  and  so 
on,  as  such,  should  elect  representatives  to  the  State  Legislatures  and 
to  Congress.    Would  this  be  an  improvement  on  current  methods  ? 

Could  the  methods  of  the  town  meeting  be  apphed  to  State  and 
national  elections  ? 

Is  woman  suffrage  desirable  ? 
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CIVIL  SERVICE  REFORM. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Pass  examination.  Competitive  examination.  The  ''Spoils 
System. "    A  "  political  assessment. " 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  history  and  principles  of  the  civil  service  reform  movement 
in  the  United  States.  Its  moral  claims.  The  British  system  of 
civil  service  ;  its  history,  methods  and  lessons.  The  civil  service  of 
the  United  States ;  its  history,  defects  and  remedies.  Rotation  in 
office  ;  the  arguments  for  and  against  it.  The  degree  of  civil  service 
reform  which  may  be  accompHshed  by  the  Executive  independently  of 
Congress.  The  history  of  the  ' '  spoils  system  "  and  of  political  assess- 
ments in  the  United  States.  The  limitations  which  efficiency  in  the 
civil  service  imposes  upon  the  partisan  activity  of  those  holding 
public  office.  The  limitations  of  legitimate  party  action  as  to  the 
selection  and  duties  of  civil  servants. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Would  competitive  examinations,  tenure  during  good  behavior 
and  promotion  for  merit  be  sufficient  guarantee  for  a  good  civil 
service  ? 

Is  civil  service  reform  essentially  democratic  in  spirit  and  ten- 
dency ? 

Would  its  introduction  tend  to  purify  parties  ? 

Would  it  improve  the  administration  of  municipal  corporations  ? 

Would  it  benefit  the  government  of  towns  and  villages  ? 

Is  rotation  in  office  defensible  or  advantageous  on  any  theory  ? 

Is  it  an  evil  that  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate  is  necessary  to 
the  appointment  of  so  many  civil  servants  of  the  United  States  ? 

Do  political  assessments  tend  to  make  the  civil  service  in- 
efficient ? 

Does  the  efficiency  of  the  civil  service  require  that  its  officers 
should  be  prohibited  fro  n  taking  part  iti  i^o;!tical  manageme:it  ? 
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Can  the  withdrawal  of  office-holders  from  political  management 
be  best  effected  by  executive  and  legislative  action,  or  by  the  press- 
ure of  public  opinion  ? 

Is  the  force  of  our  civil  service  unnecessarily  large  for  the  work 
performed  ? 

Should  faithful  civil  servants,  when  retired,  be  pensioned  ? 

Under  a  democratic  form  of  government,  ought  pensions  to  be 
granted  by  the  government  to  any  person  who  has  other  ample  or 
adequate  means  of  support  ? 

Is  the  compensation  of  our  civil  servants  generally  too  large  ? 

In  engaging  employees,  should  there  be  any  difference  between 
the  methods  of  business  men  and  those  proper  for  a  government  ? 

Would  the  evils  of  permanency  in  office,  if  civil  servants  retained 
their  places  during  good  behavior,  outweigh  the  benefits  ? 

Ought  the  promotion  of  subordinates  to  be  a  principle  of  civil 
service  control  ? 

Is  a  civil  servant  entitled  to  a  reason  when  during  his  term  of 
office  his  resignation  is  required  ? 

Should  a  civil  servant  resign  on  request,  when  he  believes  that  he 
has  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  ? 

Should  a  civil  service  examination  be  divided,  so  that  by  a  pass 
examination  there  might  be  sifted  out  those  who,  on  general  grounds, 
are  not  qualified  to  compete  ? 

Should  a  civil  service  examination  be  conducted,  where  that  is 
possible,  by  those  who  are  not  the  subordinates  of  the  appointing 
officer  ? 

Should  all  the  records  relating  to  civil  service  examinations  be 
open  to  public  inspection  ? 

Are  United  States  District  Attorneys  properly  "pofitical"  officers? 

What  means  can  be  adopted  to  enable  the  President  +0  obtain, 
without  reference  to  Senators  or  Representatives,  the  information 
necessary  for  intelligent  action  in  making  removals  and  appointments  ? 

Should  the  management  of  the  post-office  system  be  de-centralized 
by  the  establishment  of  districts  within  which  might  be  performed  a 
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large  part  of  the  functions  now  managed  in  detail  at  the  Post  Office 
Department  ? 

Would  not  the  character  of  elective  officers  probably  be  raised, 
should  the  number  of  elective  officers  be  greatly  diminished  so  that 
it  might  be  possible  for  the  voter  to  have  knowledge  of  their 
qualifications  ? 

Would  the  election  of  postmasters  be  wise  ? 


MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT, 

TERMS   FOR  DEFINITION. 

Alderman.     Commissioner.    Assessor.  Mayor. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  municipal  governments  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and  Philadel- 
phia, detailing  recent  changes  therein.  The  municipal  governments 
of  London,  Paris,  Vienna  and  Berlin  ;  their  lessons. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Should  municipal  government  be  organized  on  the  plan  of  a 
State  government  or  that  of  a  financial  corporation  } 

Is  the  New  England  town  meeting  the  cheapest  and  most  effective 
system  of  municipal  government  ? 

Should  cities  be  divided  into  wards  „  for  legislation  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  town  meeting  ? 

Should  the  administration  of  police,  health  and  other  departments 
of  a  municipal  government  be  intrusted  to  boards  or  commissions  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  the  State  ?  Or  by  the  State  legislature  ? 
Or  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  ? 

Should  the  only  executive  officer  elected  in  a  city  be  a  Mayor, 
who  should  appoint  and  be  responsible  for  the  action  of  all  other  ex_ 
ecutive  officers  ? 

Should  boards  of  aldermen  be  elected  in  part  each  year,  or  as  a 
whole  each  second,  third  or  fourth  year  ? 


RACE  QUESTIONS  AND  IMMIGRATION, 
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Ought  the  qualifications  of  voters  in  municipaHties  to  be  more  re- 
stricted than  the  quaHfications  for  general  State  and  Federal  voting  ? 

Has  experience  in  the  government  of  large  cities  in  America  in- 
dicated that  universal  suffrage  is  incompetent  to  protect  property  and 
preserve  order  ? 

Is  it  possible  for  universal  suffrage  to  exercise  power  honestly, 
justly  and  economically  in  levying  and  expending  taxes  ? 

Would  minority  representation  or  cumulative  voting  correct  de- 
fects in  municipal  administration  ?    If  so,  what  defects  ? 

Has  it  been  found  necessary  for  the  external  power  of  the  State 
to  intervene  to  secure  the  efficient  exercise  of  the  pohce  power  in 
large  cities? 

Should  taxes  for  municipal  expenditures  be  levied  exclusively  by 
representatives  elected  by  property  owners  ? 

Should  disbursements  be  made  by  a  similar  body  ? 

Should  valuable  franchises  be  given  to  corporate  bodies  by  the 
city  (or  State)  government  without  adequate  return  to  the  granting 
power  ? 

Would  it  be  best  for  the  operation  of  such  franchises  as  those  of 
gas  supply,  street  railroads  and  the  like,  to  remain  with  the  munici- 
paUty  ? 

In  Montreal,  personal  property  is  not  taxed ;  the  chief  levy  is  on 
real  estate.     Is  this  sound  municipal  policy  ? 

Ought  the  taxation  of  saloons  to  be  based  on  rental  value  ? 


RACE  QUESTIONS  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  history  of  the  negro  in  the  United  States.  The  Indian 
policy  of  the  Federal  Government,  its  defects  and  remedies.  The 
Chinese  in  the  United  States,  and  the  history  of  the  agitation  ending 
in  their  exclusion.    Immigration ;  its  volume,  benefits  and  evils. 
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QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Are  the  negroes  of  the  South  increasing  in  inteUigence  ? 

Does  experience  show  the  Indian  to  be  capable  of  civiHzation  ? 

Is  the  exclusion  of  the  Chinese  justifiable  ? 

What  feasible  barriers  may  be  erected  against  injurious  immigra- 
tion ? 

Is  the  amalgamation  of  foreign  elements  in  the  United  States 
slower  now  than  formerly? 

Is  the  poverty  of  the  South  such  as  to  warrant  gifts  from  the 
Federal  treasury  for  education  ? 


FORESTRY  AND  IRRJGATION. 

SUBJECTS   FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  history  of  denudation  in  the  Adirondacks,  with  the  effects 
on  cHmate  and  streams.  The  experience  in  Nebraska  of  tree-plant- 
ing on  the  prairie.  French  methods  of  repairing  the  ruin  due  to 
forest  destruction.  German  forestry ;  its  principles,  administration 
and  revenue.  The  State  Forestry  Bureaus  and  the  National  Forestry 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture;  their  authority,  work 
and  needs.  Irrigation  in  Egypt,  ancient  and  modern.  Irrigation 
in  the  United  States.  The  area  reclaimable  for  cultivation  by 
irrigation  in  the  United  States,  with  the  proposals  for  State  and 
national  aid  and  supervision. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Is  not  the  Government  of  the  State  or  nation,  as  representing 
the  common  interest,  justified  in  assuming  control  of  forests  en- 
dangered by  private  exploitation  ? 

Should  there  be  bureaus  of  irrigation  in  the  States  where  irriga- 
tion is  necessary,  and  should  such  bureaus  be  afifiHated  with  a  na- 
tional bureau  ? 

It  has  been  maintained*  that  the  abolition  of  the  tariff  on  lumber 


*  By  Mr.  A.  Leue,  Secretary  Ohio  State  Forestry  Bureau. 
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would  hasten  deforestation  in  the  United  States.  The  argument  is 
that  trees  are  at  present  cut  down  chiefly  because  they  are  unprofit- 
able as  a  crop,  and  that  lower  prices,  making  the  maintenance  of 
woodlands  1  ess  profitable,  would  hasten  their  denudation.  Is  this 
argument  sound  ? 

Ought  the  powers  of  the  Forest  Commission  of  New  York  to  be 
increased  ? 

Is  it  good  policy  for  a  State  government  to  foster  tree  planting  by 
tax  exemptions  and  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  young  trees  ? 


POLITICAL  HISTORY. 

TERMS    FOR  DEFINITION. 

Federalism.  Free-soil.  Know  Nothingism.  Stalwart.  Mug- 
wump.   Republican.    Democrat.    Greenbacker.  Prohibitionist. 

SUBJECTS  FOR  ESSAYS. 

Characteristics  of  the  RepubHcan  party  at  present.  Of  the 
Democratic  party.  Of  the  Prohibition  party.  Of  the  Greenback 
party.  History  of  each  of  these  parties,  with  criticism  of  their 
policy  and  measures  with  regard  to  money,  legal  tender,  banking, 
revenue^  taxation,  pubHc  improvements,  distribution  of  public  lands, 
foreign  relations,  limitations  of  the  Federal  authority,  civil  service 
reform,  tariff  reform,  responsibility  of  a  representative  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  the  liquor  trade.  The  Independent  in  politics,  and 
what  he  has  done.  Special  organizations  for  political  reform,  their 
aims  and  measure  of  success.  The  Federalism  of  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton.   The  Democracy  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

QUESTIONS   FOR  DEBATE. 

From  which  of  the  two  national  parties  is  the  more  to  be  ex- 
pected in  civil  service  reform?    Tariff  reform  ?    Currency  reform? 

Is  the  platform  of  the  Greenback  party  sound  ? 

Is  the  platform  of  the  Prohibitionists  sound  ?  Does  it  contravene 
liberty  ? 


POLITICAL  SCIENCE. 


It  has  been  shown  in  an  examination  of  American  State  laws* 
that  certain  tendencies  therein  have  advanced  and  receded  together, 
— State  action  in  dividing  profits,  in  prohibition,  in  changing  prop- 
erty and  land  laws,  in  censorship.  Are  these  tendencies  logically 
connected  ? 


POLITICAL  SCIENCE. 

SUBJECTS   FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  election  laws  of  your  State ;  of  other  States.  The  duties  of 
public  officers  in  your  town,  city,  county  and  State  ;  in  other  places 
in  this  country.  The  duties  of  national  officers.  The  quaHfications 
of  voters  in  your  State;  other  States;  of  candidates  for  office  in 
your  town,  city,  county  and  State ;  elsewhere  in  this  country.  Nat- 
uralization laws ;  their  requirements  for  citizenship  in  the  various 
States  and  the  nation. 

QUESTIONS   FOR  DEBATE. 

In  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island,  two  town  meetings  are 
held;  one  of  all  citizens,  the  other  of  taxpayers  only,  who  alone 
have  a  right  to  vote  to  impose  taxes  or  upon  expenditures  of  money. 
Is  the  distinction  sound,  and  if  so,  how  can  it  be  introduced  else- 
where ? 

Should  State  ownership  of  canals  be  abolished  ? 

Would  a  national  board  of  health,  with  power  to  regulate  inter- 
state sanitary  affairs  during  epidemics,  be  vested  with  dangerous 
powers  of  centralization  ? 

Does  experience  justify  compulsory  vaccination  ? 

Did  the  immigration  of  the  Chinese  differ  in  its  pohtical, 
economic  or  social  effects  from  the  immigration  of  any  other  foreign 
people  ? 

Should  there  be  a  national  bankrupt  act  ? 


*  By  Mr.  F.  J.  Rtimson,  in  his  article  "Ethics  of  Democracy,"  Scrihner''s 
for  June,  1887. 
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Should  the  several  States  maintain  a  large  and  efficient  militia  ? 

Should  usury  laws  be  maintained  or  repealed  ? 

Would  the  general  adoption  of  manual  training  in  the  public 
schools  be  beneficial  ? 

Should  any  part  of  the  pubUc  school  fund  be  used  to  support 
sectarian  schools  ? 

Does  the  incorporation  of  the  higher  departments  of  education  in 
the  common  school  system  tend  to  the  material,  moral  and  mental 
elevation  of  the  masses  of  the  people  ? 

Should  education  in  the  pubHc  schools  be  restricted  to  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  elementary  geography,  history  and  the  rudiments 
of  the  English  grammar  ? 

Should  instruction  in  the  rights  and  duties  of  citizenship  be  im- 
parted in  the  pubHc  schools  ? 

In  Canada,  except  in  New  Brunswick,  separate  schools  are  pro- 
vided for  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants,  the  school  fund  being 
divided  between  them.  Is  this  plan  desirable  for  adoption  in  the 
United  States  ? 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  substitute  amendments 
to  State  constitutions  for  statute  law.    Is  this  tendency  commendable  ? 
What  is  the  just  solution  of  the  fisheries  question  ? 


POLITICAL  ETHICS. 

SUBJECTS    FOR  ESSAYS. 

Platform  of  the  Republican  party  during  the  last  national  election 
compared  with  the  course  of  the  same  party  in  office.  Same  com- 
parison of  Democratic  party's  record,  1885-9,  with  platform  of  1884. 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

In  the  advocacy  of  a  principle,  is  it  right  to  make  compromises 
with  the  expectation  of  success  in  part,  it  being  assumed  that  un- 
qualified advocacy  would  lead  to  defeat  ? 
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Should  a  representative  be  bound  by  pledges  to  his  constituents  ? 

What  circumstances  justify  a  voter  in  bolting  his  party  ticket, 
especially  when  such  bolt,  by  defeating  an  undesirable  candidate  for 
a  state  office,  may  endanger  the  election  of  a  desirable  candidate  for 
a  national  office  ? 

Has  a  public  officer  a  right  to  grant  a  favor  or  give  an  advantage  ' 
to  his  party  at  the  public  expense  ? 

Has  he  a  right  to  reward  a  political  service  by  the  bestowal  of 
patronage  ? 

May  a  superior  officer  in  the  civil  service  rightfully  use  his  official 
authority  to  influence  or  coerce  the  votes  of  his  subordinates  ? 

Is  it  proper  for  judges  and  legislators  to  accept  and  use  free 
passes  on  railroads  ? 

Is  there  any  moral  obligation  on  a  government  to  extradite  per- 
sons— natives  of  other  countries — charged  by  the  official  representa- 
tives of  such  countries  with  criminal  offenses  ? 

Is  it  honest  or  politic  for  a  nation  or  State  to  "  scale  "  its  debt  ? 

Does  good  faith  or  good  policy  require  the  payment  in  gold  coin 
of  the  United  States  bonds  which  are  made  payable  in  ' '  coin  ?  " 

Was  it  just  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
strue the  Legal-Tender  Act  so  as  to  compel  acceptance  of  paper 
money  as  payment  on  a  contract  which  was  drawn  when  only  coin 
was  a  legal  tender  ? 

In  December,  1887,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  decid- 
ing the  Kansas  Prohibition  Cases,  held  that  whenever  a  business 
formerly  legal  becomes  illegal,  the  sufferers  thereby  have  no  claim 
for  compensation.     Is  this  position  just  ? 


CONSTITUTIONAL  HISTORY  AND  GOVERNMENT. 

TERMS   FOR  DEFINITION. 

Constitution.  Nation.  Federation.  State.  The  State.  Con- 
gress. Senate.  Representative.  Parliament.  Monarchy.  Au- 
tocracy. 

\ 
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^  SUBJECTS   FOR  ESSAYS. 

Sources  of  the  Federal  Constitution  in  English  experience. 
Sources  of  it  in  American  colonial  charters.  Views  of  the  Union 
held  by  the  seceding  States — 1861.  The  Constitutional  History  of 
your  own  State.  Of  the  United  States.  The  British  Constitution. 
British  Parliamentary  Government.  The  French  RepubHc.  The 
German  Empire.  The  Dutch  Republic.  The  Swiss  RepubHc. 
The  Papacy,  in  its  former  temporal  power.  The  Canadian  Govern- 
ment as  constituted  by  the  British  North  America  Act.  The 
republics  of  Greece  and  Rome  and  of  South  America  compared  with 
the  United  States.  The  proposed  Imperial  Federation  of  the 
British  Colonies. 

QUESTIONS   FOR  DEBATE. 

In  what  sense  are  men  free  and  equal  ? 

In  the  United  States,  changes  in  the  Federal  constitution  require 
the  slow  process  of  passing  amendments.  In  Great  Britain  this 
power  can  be  immediately  exercised  by  Parliament.  Which  is 
preferable  ? 

Ought  the  secret  sessions  of  the  United  States  Senate  to  be 
aboHshed  ? 

Does  Federal  law  sufficiently  provide  for  national  defenses  ? 

Does  Federal  law  sufficiently  define  the  duty  of  bearing  arms  for 
national  defense  ? 

Do  the  patent  laws  protect  inventors  and  the  public  as  they 
ought  ? 

Ought  the  United  States  to  enact  international  copyright  ? 

Is  Commercial  Union  with  Canada  desirable  ? 

Would  Commercial  Union  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada  be  favorable  to  their  political  union  ? 

It  is  often  complained  that  in  the  national  and  State  legislatures 
the  work  of  committees  is  irresponsible.  Assuming  this  complaint 
just,  what  is  the  remedy  ? 
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Are  all  nations  equally  capable  of  republican  government,  irre- 
spective of  their  position  in  the  scale  of  civilization  ? 

Have  centralizing  tendencies  developed  themselves  to  a  danger- 
ous extent  in  the  Federal  government  ? 

Have  the  Federal  legislature,  executive  and  judiciary,  assumed 
undesirable  relations  to  one  another  ?  If  so,  what  are  these  relations, 
and  what  remedies  are  applicable  ? 

Is  it  politic  for  the  Federal  executive  to  have  the  power  to  super- 
vise the  election  of  members  of  Congress  and  of  the  electoral 
colleges  ? 

Are  the  present  constitutional  provisions  respecting  presidential 
elections  adequate  ? 

Should  members  of  the  Cabinet  be  chosen  exclusively  from  that 
party  which  has  elected  the  President  ? 

Is  it  politic  to  regard  Cabinet  appointments  as  a  means  of  con- 
ciliating and  harmonizing  the  sections  of  a  party  ? 

Would  the  election  of  members  of  the  Cabinet  from  the  majority 
in  Congress  increase  party  responsibility  in  matters  of  government  ? 

Should  members  of  the  Cabinet  have  seats  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress and  a  voice  in  its  debates  ? 

Would  the  Federal  Government  be  right  in  endowing  original 
scientific  research  and  instruction  in  art  ? 

Is  life  insurance  a  legitimate  function  of  government  ? 

Should  the  Federal  Government  issue  annuities  ? 

Is  the  guardianship  of  the  rights  or  interests  of  labor  a  function 
for  government  ? 

Are  governments  warranted  ia  the  establishment  of  labor 
bureaus  and  similar  agencies  for  the  special  interests  of  certain 
classes  of  citizens  ? 
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SOCIALiSM,  COMMUNISM  AND  SOCIAL  QUESTIONS. 

TERMS   FOR  DEFINITION. 

Socialism.     Communism.     Charity  organization. 

SUBJECTS  FOR  ESSAYS. 

The  doctrines  of  Lassalle,  Marx  and  Fourier,  with  comment  of 
their  principal  critics.  American,  English,  German  and  French 
Socialism.  The  doctrines  of  Malthus,  with  the  criticisms  of  Godwin, 
Mill  and  Spencer.  Charity  organization  in  the  United  States. 
The  Haymarket  murders,  Chicago,  for  which  certain  anarchists  were 
executed  November  II,  1887.    British  pauperism, 

QUESTIONS    FOR  DEBATE. 

Is  there  any  necessary  antagonism  between  the  conditions  favor- 
able to  the  largest  aggregate  production  of  national  wealth  and  those 
favorable  to  the  most  equitable  distribution  of  that  wealth  ? 

If  the  generals  of  industry  were  popularly  elected,  is  it  probable 
that  the  best  men  would  be  chosen  ? 

Have  workmen  any  reason  to  be  discontented  with  their  present 
condition  ? 

The  displacement  of  labor  by  machinery,  in  making  special  skill 
worthless,  causes  grievous  loss.  Is  this  loss  a  proper  subject  for  philan- 
thropic consideration  ?    If  so,  what  reUef  is  practicable  ? 

Is  the  consumption  of  luxuries  economically  an  evil  ? 

With  existing  facilities  of  production,  is  there  any  limit  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  the  earth  could  support  ? 

Should  bequests  and  the  amounts  devolving  in  cases  of  intestacy 
be  limited? 

Is  the  proportion  of  wealth  in  the  possession  of  the  rich  in  the 
United  States  larger  now  than  formerly  ? 

Are  rich  men  under  any  moral  obligation  to  give  or  bequeath  a 
part  of  their  wealth  for  public  purposes  ? 

What  are  the  preventable  causes  of  pauperism  }    Of  crime  ? 
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In  so  far  as  philanthropy  may  shield  a  weak  or  wicked  man  from 
the  natural  consequences  of  his  vices,  is  not  harm  done  ? 

Was  the  Prison  Act  passed  by  the  New  York  Legislature  in  1889 
a  wise  measure  ? 

How  can  the  competition  of  prison  labor  with  other  labor  be 
rendered  just  ? 

Should  capital  punishment  be  abolished  ? 

It  is  usual  with  social  reformers  to  agitate  solely  for  constitutional 
and  legislative  reform.  Does  not  this  course  tend  to  weaken  the 
perception  that  self-help  and  self-reform  are  also  desirable  ? 


QUESTIONS  DISCUSSED  BY  THE  POLITICAL  ECONOMY 
CLUB  OF  LONDON. 

A  SELECTION. 

To  what  extent  are  considerations  of  justice  and  moraHty  ad- 
missible in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  PoHtical  Economy? — 
F.  M.  Macleod. 

What  is  the  value  of  moral  education  to  economical  improve- 
ment; and  conversely,  what  are  the  bearings  of  economical  pros- 
perity on  moral  excellence  ? — John  Stuart  Mill. 

Are  there  any  reasons  for  believing  that  a  law  designed  to  di- 
minish the  prevalence  of  credit  in  the  country,  by  denying  legal 
validity  to  debts  of  longer  standing  than  say  six  months,  would  be 
economically  advantageous  ? —  W.  Newmarch. 

Considering  that  the  extra  services  and  the  extra  supplies  of 
commodities  required  for  the  purposes  of  a  war  are  actually  provided 
or  consumed  during  each  year  of  war,  how  far,  if  at  all,  is  it  true, 
that  a  loan  enables  the  community  to  throw  a  part  of  the  burden  of 
the  war  upon  posterity  ? — J.  A.  Hankey. 

Is  a  uniform  income  tax  in  accordance  with  the  just  principles 
of  taxation  ? — Robert  Lowe. 

What  is  the  most  convenient  definition  of  the  word  "Tax?" — 
Thorold  Rogers. 
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What  is  the  most  convenient  definition  of  pohtical  economy  ? — 
Nassau  William  Senior. 

What  are  the  legitimate  Hmitations  to  be  appHed  on  economical 
grounds  to  the  absolute  power  of  settling  property  ? 

Is  it  expedient  that  cab-fares  in  large  cities  should  be  fixed  by 
law  ? — Sir  Rowland  Hill. 

What  is  the  best  definition  of  productive  and  unproductive 
labor,  and  of  productive  and  unproductive  consumption? — J.  S. 
Mill 

Is  the  word  Capital  most  properly  used  to  designate  certain 
kinds  of  wealth,  namely,  food,  implements  and  materials;  or  should 
it  rather  be  applied  to  all  wealth,  of  whatever  kind  which  is,  or  is 
intended  by  its  owgier  to  be,  applied  to  the  purpose  of  reproduction  ? 
—J.  S.  Mill 

When  a  loan  is  to  be  raised  for  warlike  or  other  unproductive 
expenditure,  is  it  more  advantageous  (on  general  principles)  to 
borrow  of  countrymen  or  of  foreigners  ? — Herman  Merivale. 

What  are  the  elements  which  should  be  reckoned  in  any  nu- 
merical calculation  of  national  wealth  ? 

What  would  be  the  effect  on  literary  product  and  literary  pro- 
ducers of  a  total  abolition  of  copyright  ? 

What  is  the  true  relation  of  money  to  the  rate  of  interest? — 
Professor  Baijies. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  supply,  and  what  of  demand  ?  Is  it 
correct  to  say  that  supply  and  demand  determine  price  ?  If  not,  in 
what  manner  is  it  that  supply  and  demand  affect  price  ? —  Williani 
T.  Thoi'nto7i. 

Is  there  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  practicable  to  estab- 
lish on  a  large  scale  plans  under  which  persons  employed  may  be 
remunerated,  wholly  or  partially,  by  participation  in  the  profit  and 
loss  results  of  the  business  carried  on  by  their  employers? — W. 
Newmarch. 

What  legislation,  if  any,  either  modifying  the  general  laws  of 
immovable  property,  or   conferring  special  facilities,  financial  or 
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Otherwise,  would  be  desirable,  in  order  to  promote  the  erection  of 
adequate  dwellings  for  the  working  classes,  and  the  disposal  of  such 
dwellings  among  them  when  erected  ? 

Has  the  compulsory  division  in  France  of  landed  property 
among  the  descendants  of  deceased  owners  been  economically 
beneficial  to  that  country  or  the  reverse  ? 

Is  it  true  upon  economic  principles  that  the  commercial  relations 
between  employers  and  laborers  for  hire  is  necessarily  one  of 
antagonism  ? —  W.  R.  Greg. 

Are  prohibitions  of  contracts  in  restraint  of  trade  in  accordance 
with  sound  economical  policy? 

Is  the  doctrine  of  the  equaHty  of  the  rate  of  profits  well  founded  ? 

Does  the  theory  of  the  different  fertility  of  soils  account  for  the 
origin  of  and  increase  of  rent,  and  if  not,  how  are  the  phenomena  of 
rent  to  be  explained  ? 

To  what  extent  can  government  interfere  with  advantage  with 
the  business  of  Hfe  insurance  with  a  view  of  preventing  mismanage- 
ment and  insolvency  ? 

Assuming  that  there  are  industrial  undertakings  which  competi- 
tion cannot  regulate,  what  is  their  character,  and  the  best  mode  of 
dealing  with  them  ? 

Upon  what  principles,  if  any,  can]an  arbitrator,  between  masters 
and  men,  during  a  strike,  decide  in  favor  of  one  or  other  ? —  Walter 
Bagehot. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  State  the 
increment  of  the  rent  of  lands  consequent  on  the  development  of 
society.     Is  it  practicable  or  desirable  to  act  on  this  proposal  ? 

What  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  the  nine  (or  eight)  hours' 
movement,  if  made  general,  on  the  productive  power  of  the  country  ? 

Is  open  competition  the  universal  and  unmixed  economic  good 
it  is  usually  represented  to  be  ? 

What  are  the  principles  which  should  govern  the  action  of  the 
State  in  dealing  with  waste  lands  ? 
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Is  there  any  sufficient  reason  for  exempting  from  the  operation 
of  a  tax  on  income  the  revenues  of  charitable  institutions  ? 

To  what  extent  have  the  poorer  classes  of  this  country  partaken 
of  the  large  increase  of  the  last  hundred  years  in  wealth,  and  its  at^ 
tendant  conveniences  ? 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  process  by  which  the  influx  of  the 
gold  from  California  and  AustraHa  has  added  and  is  still  adding  to 
the  wealth  of  the  world  ? 

What  are  the  causes  which  prevent  the  poorest  classes  in  this 
country  from  enjoying  a  large  share  in  the  advantages  of  our  in- 
creasing wealth  and  the  progress  of  improvement  ? 

How  far  ought  the  experience,  acquired  since  the  time  of 
Malthus,  to  modify  our  views  respecting  the  truth  of  the  principles 
laid  down  by  him  on  the  subject  of  population  or  their  bearing  on 
social  and  political  questions  ? 

To  what  an  extent  is  an  increase  in  the  price  of  stock-exchange 
securities  an  increase  in  public  wealth  ? 

What  is  the  most  convenient  definition  of  the  term  "Raw 
Materials  "  ? 

Are  there  any  sound  reasons  for  considering  the  price  of  labor  to 
imply  any  economical  conditions  essentially  different  from  those 
implied  by  the  price  of  commodities  ? 

For  the  purpose  of  taxation,  what  is  most  scientific  and  practical 
definition  of  the  word  ' '  income  "  ? 

Are  there  any  circumstances  which  may  warrant  the  adoption  by 
nations  of  protective  measures  directed  against  certain  results  of 
' '  free  trade  in*  labor  "  ? 

What  is  the  relation  of  value  to  utility  and  labor  ? — Frof.  Jevofis. 

In  what  departments  of  political  economy  may  it  be  safely  con- 
sidered that  certain  propositions  of  universal  application  have  been 
discovered  and  established)  and  in  modification  of  which  local  and 
special  causes  need  not  be  considered  ? 
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What  are  the  considerations,  if  any,  which  should  induce  3i 
country  to  discourage  or  prevent  the  exportation  of  commodities  in 
the  production  of  which  it  possesses  pre-eminent  or  exclusive 
advantages  ? 


QUESTIONS  DISCUSSED  BY  THE  SOC8ETE  D'ECONOMIE 
POLITIQUE,  OF  PARIS,  FROM  1865  TO  1888. 

A  SELECTION. 

Are  combines  and  trusts  the  children  of  protection ;  if  so,  would 
free  trade  abolish  them  ? — M.  A.  Raffalovich. 

Do  the  interests  of  the  individual  ever  require  that  the  liberty  of 
association  (combination)  be  limited  ? — M.  H.  Baudrillart. 

Is  it  right  that  canals  should  be  navigated  free  of  charge  ? — M. 
Ch.  Limousi7i. 

Should  financial  science  endeavor  to  modify  the  distribution  of 
riches  through  the  taxing  power  ? — M.  Leon  Say. 

Does  universal  suffrage  tend  to  develop  socialism  ? 

Does  basing  property  in  labor  open  the  door  to  socialism  ? 

Is  the  reduction  of  public  debt  preferable  to  the  reduction  of 
taxes  ? 

Is  there  any  antagonism  between  theology  and^economics  ? 
Ought  the  State  to  charge  itself  with  the  management  of  savings 
banks  ? 

Has  the  advance  in  the  cost  of  living  had  any  serious  influence 
on  the  incidence  of  the  fixed  income  tax? — M,  F.  Fassy. 

Is  the  prosecution  of  public  works  at  a  time  of  depression  in 
labor  to  be  recommended  ? 

Are  railroads  natural  monopolies,  and  if  so,  do  they  form  an 
exception  to  ordinary  economic  law  ? — M.  Ch.  Limousin. 

From  the  economic  standpoint  is  woman  better  placed  in  the 
workshop  than  at  the  domestic  hearth  ? — MM.  F.  Fassy  ef  J.  Simon. 
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How  far  is  the  State  justified  in  enforcing  sanitary  rules  in  the 
construction  of  houses  ? — M.  F.  Raffalovich. 

In  view  of  the  danger  of  the  alcohol  habit  is  it  advisable  to  re- 
strain the  drink  traffic  ? — M.  Leon  Say. 

What  in  political  economy  is  the  limit  to  State  authority  ? — MM. 
A.  Courtois  et  E.  Lavasseur. 

Is  France  interested  in  prolonging  the  Latin  monetary  union  ? — 
MM.  Leon  Say  et  de  Parieu. 

Is  an  advance  in  prices  a  sign  of  public  prosperity? — M.  Leon 
Say. 

Has  the  distinction  between  taxes  on  realty  and  personalty  any 
scientific  or  practical  importance  ? — M.  Leon  Say. 

Is  prison  labor  justified  by  pohtical  economy,  and  if  so,  ought  it 
to  be  managed  directly  by  the  State  or  farmed  out  ? — M.  A.  Gary. 

Is  France  advantaged  by  her  colonies  or  not  ? — MM.  Paul  Leroy- 
Beaulieu  et  F.  Passy. 

Does  insurance  do  more  good  than  harm  ? — M.  A.  Mangin. 

Is  political  economy  as  a  science  distinct  from  ethics  and  equity? 
M,  A.  Courtois. 

For  the  management  of  commerce  and  industry  are  partnerships 
to  be  preferred  to  joint-stock  companies  ? — M.  L.  Hervieux. 

Is  instruction  for  a  trade  best  imparted  at  school,  under  the 
apprentice  system,  or  in  the  ordinary  v/orkshop  without  any  respon- 
sibility on  the  employer's  part  ? — M.  C.  Liinousi?!. 

In  fluctuations  of  price,  does  one  man's  gain  mean  another's 
loss  ? — M.  CI.  Juglar. 

Are  political  economy  and  socialism  at  variance  ? — MM.  C.  M. 
Limousin  et  A.  Courtois. 

Is  uniform  international  agreement  as  to  fiscal  regulations^ 
desirable,  especially  with  regard  to  excise  duties  ? — M.  Leo?i  Say. 

Is  it  desirable  to  limit  the  hereditary  devolution  of  an  intestate's 
property,  say  at  the  sixth  degree  ? — M.  E.  Villey. 

Are  science,  literature  and  art  benefited  by  institutions  receiving 
State  subventions  ? — M.  G.  de  Molinari. 
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Does  experience  approve  State  ownership  of  post  offices,  tele- 
graphs and  railroads  ? — Ch.  Limousin. 

Should  not  the  business  of  large  moneyed  corporations  be  ex- 
clusively entrusted  to  men  who  will  devote  themselves  entirely  to 
their  management  ? — M.  Robinot. 

What  constitutes  the  historical  method  ? 

How  can  such  method  be  appHed  to  pohtical  economy  ? — M. 
Courcelle-Seneuil. 

Should  the  tariff,  abolished  as  a  protective  policy,  be  continued 
as  a  fiscal  measure  ? — M.  de  Lavergne. 

Should  the  State  give  aid  in  times  of  famine  ?  Can  it  thus  inter- 
vene .usefully  ? — M.  Clamageran. 

Is  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  interest  a  sign  of  public  prosperity  ? — 
Count  Wolowski. 

Is  the  wages  system  a  normal  condition  of  human  society  ? — M. 
Joseph  Garftier. 

What  constitutes  justice  in  matters  of  taxation  ? — M.  Joseph 
Gamier. 

Is  there  a  science  of  finance  ? — M.  Dupuif. 

Are  there  not  more  analogies  than  differences  between  a  tax  on 
income  and  a  tax  on  capital  ? — M.  Henri  Baudrillart. 

Is  gratuitous  education  at  State  expense  conformable  to  the 
doctrines  of  political  economy  ? — M.  Quijano. 

Is  compulsory  education  conformable  to  the  doctrines  of  political 
economy  ? — M.  Joseph  Grenier. 

Does  ground  rent  differ  from  interest  on  capital? — M.  Frederic 
Passy. 

What  must  be  thought  of  the  system  of  participation  in  profits 
♦[co-operation]  as  a  means  of  preventing  strikes  ? — M.  Jules  Duval. 
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